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imagined she saw a man standing within a few steps 
from her. 

Mainly with her own hands she prepared a place un¬ 
der the porch for the last resting place of her beloved 
dead, and then soon after refugeed to Augusta County, 
where she remained a year or two. She finally return¬ 
ed to her home in Greenbrier, and was afterwards mar¬ 
ried to Ballard Smith, the ancestor of the distinguished 
family of that name, so prominent in the annals of the 
Greenbrier citizenship. 


JOHN H. RUCKMAN. 

Among the citizens of our county in later years from 
the forties to the sixties, that took a lively interest in 
everything that promised to promote the interests of 
education, morality, and the prosperity of the county 
generally, John Hartman Ruckman deserves more than 
a brief notice. 

He traced his ancestry to one Samuel Ruckman, a 
native of England, and born in 1643. The Ruckmans 
had lived awhile in north east Wales, borderiug Eng¬ 
land, and thence came to Long Island, New r York, in 
1682. Thomas Ruckman, son of Samuel Ruckman, 
the Welsh emigrant, was born on Long Island in 1682, 
and his son James Ruckman, another link in the an¬ 
cestral chain, was born in New Jersey in 1716. James 
Ruckman’s son, David Ruckman, w r as born in New r 
Jersey in 1747. David Ruckman is the progenitor of 
the Ruckman relationship in Highland and Pocahontas 
Counties. He came to what is now south east High- 
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land County, Virginia, and settled in lower Back 
Creek Valley, about 1784. The place is now occupied 
by William Price Campbell, wh >se wife is a daughter o: 
David Rnckman, a grandson of the pioneer. 

The settler married a New Jersey wife, who seems 
to have been a person of high aspirations, and longed 
for something far better than she could get in New 
Jersey, Marvelous accounts seemed to have been re¬ 
ported about the beauty, wealth, and happiness of 
Southern homes. That in Virginia people lived in 
houses with earthen floors, discarding the use of wood. 
She seemed to have gathered from this that the floors 
were of mosaic work, such as princes have; about their 
houses in the old country. Upon reaching the place 
of destination, and.finding what earthen floors meant 
on the Virginia frontier, her disappointment was so 
intense that she wished to return at once; but circum¬ 
stances were suen that this was impossible, and so the 
situation was accepted, went to work, anl a home was 
reared out of the Virginia forest. Her name was Su¬ 
sannah Little. 

David and Susannah Ruckinan were the parents of 
four sons and four daughters: Elizabeth, Sophia, Ma¬ 
ry, and Hannah; Samuel, John, James, and David 
Little. One of these worthy people, David L., died 
on the homestead reared by their own industrious, mu¬ 
tually helpful efforts, July 11, 1822, and is buried on 
a gentle eminence that overlooks the scene of the 
toils and cares from which they now so silently rest. 
She survived and came to Pocahontas with her son 
David, and died about 1845, far advanced in age. 
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John H. Ruckman, in whose memory this biograph¬ 
ic paper is specially prepared, was the eldest son of 
Samuel Ruckman, Esq., of Highland County. Samuel 
Ruckman just named was the eldest son of the pioneer, 
and was born in New Jersey, November 17, 1783. 
His first wife was Nancy Hartman, from beyond 
Greenbank. They were married July 18, 1809, and 
settled on Back Creek. There were one son, John H., 
and two daughters, Mary and Nancy, in the first fami¬ 
ly. Samuel Ruckman's second wife was Margaret 
Slaven, from Pocahontas County, and her children 
were James, Elizabeth, Asa, and David Vanmeter. 

Mary Ruckman married Isaac Gum. She is surviv¬ 
ed by two sons, Isaac and Aaron Gum. 

Nancy Ruckman was married to William Wade, 
went west, and is survived by several children. 

James Ruckman died in youth. 

Elizabeth Ruckman was married to John P. Ervine. 
She is survived by three children, James, Mary, and 
Anna. 

Asa Ruckman married Cornelia Brown, and went 
west. 

David V. Ruckman married Anna Herring, daugh¬ 
ter of the late Bethuel Herring, of Augusta County. 
Their children were Kate, now Mrs Wise Herold; Lucy 
now Mrs Edward Wade, Anna Laurie, now Mrs Wil¬ 
liam Price Campbell; Margerie is the wife of Rev 
Cocke, of Missouri; Sarah is at home; David Glendye 
Ruckman lives in Augusta; Samuel Ruckman, a youth 
of more than ordinary promise, died when a student. 

Colonel D. V. Ruck man's second wife was Miss 
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Lizzie Eagle, daughter of the late Samuel Eagle. 

John H. Ruckman was born in Highland County, 
(then Bath), Novembei 11, 1810. He married Mary 
Bruffey, November 7, 1833. She was a daughter of 
Patrick Bruffey. He first settled on the old home¬ 
stead on Back Creek, and then moved to Pocahontas, 
about 1845, to the Bradshaw place near Millpoint. He 
finally located on the Greenbrier, opposite the Stamp¬ 
ing Creek junction, where he built a fine residence and 
spent several years. Mr and Mrs Ruckman were the 
parents of eight children: Caroline, Sydney, Charles, 
Samuel, James A., William Patrick, David Newton, 
and Polly Ann. It is a sad reflection that not one of 
these sprightly sons and daughters is now alive. 

Caroline became Mrs William J. Cackley, near 
Millpoint, and died soon thereafter. Charles Ruck¬ 
man was a Confederate soldier, became a prisoner of 
war, and was for some time a prisoner at Fort Dela¬ 
ware, and on his return homeward died at Baltimore 
from the effects. Samuel Ruckman, a younger Con¬ 
federate soldier, died at Greenbank, occasioned by 
fatigue and exposure. James Atlee Ruckman died in 
battle at Port Republic. William Patrick, David New¬ 
ton, and Polly Ann died in childhood. 

Sydney Ruckman, the eldest of the sons, was a Con¬ 
federate soldier, and survived the war. He married 
Almira Campbell, daughter of the late William Camp¬ 
bell, who at the time occupied the home opened up by 
David Ruckman the pioneer. It was the writer’s 
pleasure to officiate upon the occasion, and was made 
the recipient of one of the most liberal fees ever known 
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to be given for such a service in that vicinity. After 
all the perils of war, he came near losing his life in a 
time of peace in a rencontre that is alleged to have 
been the principal reason of the famous Atchison 
lynching at Monterey. It is reported that all this was 
done in direct opposition to Sidney’s wishes, and that 
he was always sorry it ever happened, as he felt him¬ 
self fully able to look out for himself. He finally 
went to Oklahoma, and on his way to meet and bring 
home his wife, visiting in Kansas, he died under sud¬ 
den and sad circumstances, September, 1896, at the 
bauds of suspected parties, who were pursued and 
dealt with .in a very summary manner. He is surviv¬ 
ed by his wife and two sons, Charles and William. 

John H. Ruckman’s second wife was Mary Wood- 
dell, near Greenbank. In 1863 he sold out his pos¬ 
sessions in Pocahontas and moved to Georgia, where 
he died a few years since. Mrs Ruckman married 
again, and is now Mrs Wilson. 

The writer cherishes the memory of this man with 
feelings of special interest. He owes something in 
the way of mental stimulus to his influence. 

“William, do you know that if you were to try you 
might become something of a man in time ? My ad¬ 
vice is, set your aim high, and see what it may all 
come to you yet.” 

“Well, Mr Ruckman, you talk differently from 
what 1 generally hear about myself. A person who 
knows me much better than you do told me that I was 
about the biggest fool in all this country, and some¬ 
times I feel as if it might be so.” 
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Some little time after this interview, I was at his 
house for dinner, and when we took onr places he in¬ 
vited me to invoke the blessing, and so at his table my 
first effort of the kind was ever made. 

For some years we were confidential friends, but 
finally our paths drifted far apart and we saw and 
knew but little of each other face to face, but in mem¬ 
ory he was often present to my mind, and he is now, 
as I pencil these memorial paragraphs, seemingly near 
enough to grasp his hand and greet him the time of 
day. He was a scrupulous member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, an ardent advocate of temperance, 
and intensely devoted to the welfare of his country. 


EDWARD ERVINE. 

Among the citizens of prominence in the organiza¬ 
tion of the county was Edward Ervine, late of the 
Greenbank District. His residence was at the head of 
Trimble’s Run. This homestead is now occupied by 
his son Preston, and David Gragg, a son in law. 

Mr Ervine was born April 2, 1790, near Miller’s 
Iron works, Augusta County, and lived there until 
manhood. He married Mary Curry, who was born 
June 20, 1794. Upon leaving Augusta County soon 
after his marriage, he settled on Back Creek, near the 
Brick House at the mouth of the Long Draft. They 
were the parents of ten children, seven sons and three 
daughters. The daughters were Mary Ann, now Mrs 
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